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Celebrating excellence,
innovation, and outstanding
achievements in our vibrant
business community.

We've created this Entry Pack to provide you with all the key
information in one place. Inside, you'll find everything you need to
know about the awards - including an overview of each category,
answers to frequently asked questions and guidance on how to enter.

Each award category is designed to offer a flexible framework —
allowing you to interpret it in a way that best reflects your business
story.

Our advice? Be bold, be authentic and tell us what truly sets you apart.
Your challenge is to impress the judges and showcase why your
business deserves to be recognised.

You'll also find information about the judging process, key dates to
remember and what happens if your entry is shortlisted.

For more detailed information, full terms and conditions and to submit
your entry online, please visit www.HEYbusinessawards.co.uk.

Good luck!


http://www.heybusinessawards.co.uk/

FAQS & KEY INFO ....

Who can enter?

We welcome entries from all businesses whose base, or a substantial proportion of business, is
based within the area of Hull and East Yorkshire (postcodes HU1-HU20, YO25, YO26, YO42
and YO43).

Agencies and third parties may enter on behalf of businesses providing the business nominated
is aware of the entry and has approved the content in the application form.

You may enter a maximum of three categories, but you must complete a separate submission for
each and tailor your entry to suit the specific category.

Businesses that won a Business Award in 2025 are not eligible to enter the same category in
2026 and must select an alternative category.

The awards are free to enter.

What do | need to do to enter?

You must submit entries online at www.heybusinessawards.co.uk on or before midnight on
Friday 18 September 2026. Late entries can only be accepted with the discretion of HEY
Business Awards. We cannot accept responsibility for entries lost or delayed during
transmission.

Specifications

For all categories you must upload your entry using our online entry form. Please also include a
high resolution logo of your business. The submission should not exceed the word limit for each
category. Ensure your text is embedded into the entry form and not on an attached PDF.

Please ensure you submit your financial performance for the Start-Up, Growth Award, Small
and Large Business of the Year - note this information is treated in the strictest of confidence.

Businesses are only eligible to submit one entry across the following categories:
Start-Up Business, Growth Award, Small Business, or Large Business of the Year.
Choose the category where you believe you have the strongest chance of success.

Confidentiality
Information provided in the entry form will be viewed only by the judging panel. If there is
any information that is sensitive, please highlight this on the form.

Judging

Desktop judging will take place week commencing 28 September, during which a shortlist
of three entries per category will be selected. Once confirmed, the shortlist will be
published online.

Following this, the judging panel will visit each shortlisted business in person. After all visits
have been completed, the panel will reconvene to determine the overall winner in each
category.

The judges' decision is final, and no correspondence will be entered into either before or
after the judging process. Please note that the Chair of the Judging Panel reserves the
right to overrule the panel's decision if deemed necessary.

Top tips:

When completing your entry, make sure you carefully review the category criteria and
clearly demonstrate how you meet each point. Judges will score entries against this
criteria, so providing clear evidence is essential.

Don't just tell us how great you or your team are - show us! Provide clear, demonstratable
evidence to back up your claims.

Shortlist and winners

The shortlist will be announced on Wednesday 14 October. If your entry has been
shortlisted, you will be notified via email.

Shortlisted entrants will be required to take part in the filming of a short video, which wiill
be showcased on the awards evening.

Winners will be announced at the Hull & East Yorkshire Business Awards Dinner, taking
place at the DoubleTree by Hilton, Hull, on Thursday 19 November 2026.
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CATEGORIES AND CRITERIA

Innovation Award




CATEGORIES AND CRITERIA

Environmental & Sustainability Charity of the Year Team of the Year




CATEGORIES AND CRITERIA

Best Place to Work Start-Up Business of the Year Small Business of the Year




CATEGORIES AND CRITERIA

Growth Award Large Business of the Year Lifetime Achievement Award
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